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EVIDENCES OF THE TRUTH OF 
THE HOM(@OPATHIC LAW. 


By C. B. Ker, M. D., Epi. 


Continued from page 148. 
Arsenic in Ague. 

“M. Boudin, Physician-General of the 
Military Hospital at e, has reported most 
favorably of the effects of arsenic in marsh 
fevers. awieg five years quinine has never 
been used. No accident has resulted from 
the employment of the arsenic during eight 
es bata patients have vege rapidly 
cured than even by disulphate of Quinine.” — 
Medical Timee xx, 453. 


In the proving of arsenic there are the fol- 
"eile ef to enh pron 

¢ of the limbs ; cold 
with parchment-like dryness of the ae, oe 
with profuse sweat ; chilliness, violent, with 
shaking ; heat, which is generally dry and 

' ; Violent fever; fever commencing 
with coldness ; chilliness, generally in the 


n Journal of Homeopathy. | 


afternoon or evening, less frequently in the 
morning or forenoon, followed by dry heat, 
generally in the evening, and lastly, sweat at 
the termination of the fever, mostly at night 
or towards morning; alternation or mingling 
of coldness and heat; feeling of illness in the 
whole body; weakness, desire to lie down ; 
| anxiety ; pains in the pit of the stomach ; the 
| Sweat sets in ut the close of the fever general- 
| ly at night ; during the sweat excessive thirst, 
| and a diminution of all the pains accompany- 
ing the fever; pulse intermittent; general 

rapid sinking of strength; the pains appear 
| periodically, and are particularly apt to recur 
| every day or every fourth day.” 


Arsenic in Diseases of the skin. 


' In the twentieth volume of the Medical 
| Times, at page 443, there is the report of a 
Meeting of the ‘“‘ Westminster Medical Soci- 
| ety.” At this meeting Mr. Hunt read a pa- 
| per entitled—“ Suggestions towards simpli- 

fying the diagnosis and treatment of Chronic 
| Diseases of the Skin.” ‘The remedy he most 
| strongly recommends is arsenic. 


The following are among the pathogenetic 
| effects of arsenic: 

| “The skin of the body peels off in large scales ; 
| itching, particularly of the thighs and arms ; 
| burning, and burning itching ; uticaria ; pim- 

ples ; itch-like eruption ; pustules; ulcers.” 

Tartar Emetic in Pneumonia. 

| In the first volame of the British and 


Foreign Medico-Chirurgical Review, at page 
273, there is an account of the successful 
| treatment of pneumonia—especially in chil- 
dren—by tartar emetic. 

In the proving of tartar emetic there are the 
| following symptoms : 

“Short, difficult breathing, obliging bim to 
sit up in bed ; frequent attacks of unequal, in- 
termittent breathing during sleep; unusual 
oppression of the chest ; violent titillation in 
the larynx, producing cough ; rattling of mu- 
cus; great heat and thirst ; full, quick pulse. 


Belladonna in Vomiting. 
In the same volume of the Brit. and For. 
Med,-Chir,, and at page 555, M. Troussean 
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recommends Belladonna in the vomiting of |“ Homeopathy in Acute Diseases,” 


pregnant women. 
elladonna produces the following morbid 
symptoms : | 
“ Nausea ; frequent retching ; vomiting of 
bile and mucus ; vomiting of undigested food 
which had been taken twelve hours previous. 


ly.” : 
Quinine in Acute Rheumatism. 


Quinine is rece.vmended as a good remedy 
in cases of acute rheumatism by Dr. Vinet.— 
Brit. and For. Med.-Chir. Rev. ii, 259. 


China has the following pathogenetic symp- 
toms : 

** Insupportable pain in the small of the 
back, like a cramp, or as if bruised or beaten 
to atoms, aggravated by the least movement ; | 
pain of all the limbs, particularly the joints ; 
pain as if strained in every joint, in the bones | 
and periosteum, with drawing and tearing, 
particularly in the small of the back, back, 
knees and thighs; darting, tearing, increased | 
by contact, particularly in the hands and feet ; | 





tensive pains; increased temperature of the | 
body; burning heat with throbbing of the 
arteries ; internal and external heat.” 


Phellandrium Aquaticum in Bronchitis. 


Dr. Michea asserts the great utility of the 
seeds of phellandrium aquaticum in bronchitis, 
chronic catarrhs, pulmonary phthisis and asth- 
mas.—Brit, and For. Med. Chir. Rev., ii, 272. 
And M. Sanders has made use of the same 
medicine, and to much purpose, in phthisis 
and chronic bronchitis.—Brit. and For. Med.- | 
Chir, Rev. iii, 279. 

The following are some of the pathogenetic 
effects of the phellandrium aquaticum: 

** Dry, suffocative cough and short breath- 
ing ; oppression of the chest in walking ; op- 
pression of the right side when breathing, in a 
space the size of a hand ; sticking deep in the 
left chest ; dull-stitches from the last true rib 
to the xiphoid cartilage, with painful sensation 
in the stomach, as if screwed together ; dul! 
stitches in the mamme: cough, with mucus 
and hawking at night.” 


To be continued. 


ALLOPATHISTS IGNORANT OF HO- 
MCEOPATHY. 

We have again and again asserted that 
Allopathists are ignorant of Homeopathy, 
especially have we said so of the Editor of 
the New-York Medical Gazette, and now we 
say the same thing of the Editor of the Lon- 
don Medical Examiner. The following, cop- 
ied by the Gazette from the Examiner, is con- 
elusive evidence that the charge is true. The 





Examiner in a notice of a work entitled 





by §. 
Yeldham, m.n.c.s., among other things ll 

“Our only exeuse for noticing this produc. 
tion is to make a few remarks on this go. 
ealled science of Homeopathy, based on the 
false assumption, that a medicine will produce 
a disease and cure it.” 

That is, cure the disease it produces. This 
quotation shows the usual course of our op. 
ponents, which is to set up a man of straw 
of their own creation, and name it Home. 
pathy, and with a blow demolish it. The 
Examiner has done s0, and it is a sweet mor. 
sel for the vitiated stomach of the Gazette. 


We need scarcely say to our readers that 
Homeopathy has no such basis. The state. 
ment of the Examiner, and the endorsement 
of the Gazette by a republication of it, we do 
not ascribe to dishonesty, or an intention to 
mislead their readers ; they are both honorable 


| men, for one isa member of the Roya! Col- 


lege, and the other isa member of the New- 
York Academy of Medicine, the latter was 
organized expressly to put down Homeopathy. 
Therefore we must admit that the error orig- 
inated in ignorance alone, and that too of a 
very gross kind. 

The Homeopathic method * employs against 
the totality of the symptoms of a natural 
disease, a medicine that is capable of exciting 
in healthy persons symptoms that closely re- 
semble those of the disease itself.” Every 
body knows (except the Editors of the Ex- 
aminer and Gazette) that drugs cause an in- 
terruption or disturbance of the functions of 
the organs of the human body ; that is, sick- 
ness: and that each drug causes a sickness 
peculiar to itself, which can only be known by 
the sensations and actions, or the symptoms. 
It is also well known, that there are numerous 
other agents which are capable of causing 
sickness, and the latter is distinguished by 
the term natural disease, and the former by 
the term drug disease. Now, a natural dis- 
ease is cured in an easy, prompt and perfect 
manner by that drug which is capable of ex- 
citing a similar disease in a healthy person ; 
that is to say, the natural disease being known 
only by the sensations and actions; and the 
drug disease being also known only by sensa- 
tions and actions, these in the two diseases 
must resemble one another to effect a cure. 
This law, by which drugs effect the cure of 
diseases, being established not only by the tes- 
timony of physicians for the last 2000 years, 
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but by the most careful experiments by thou- 
sands fer the last fifty years, and the daily 
accumulation of testimony by every prac- 
titioner of Homeopathy, fixes similia simili- 
bus curantur the true and only law of cure, 


} 
| 


Our opponents do not know what they have 
to deal with in Homeopathy ; they have not 
the slightest idea what it is that causes her to 
spread so rapidly ; they, silly souls, attribute it 
to the cunning and hypocrisy of her practition- 


and it is absurd to suppose any other law of | ers; but if this was the true cause, allopa- 


cure ; consequently every system of medicine 
with any other basis must be false, and for 


this reason we claim that in flommopathy is | 
found the only true art of healing. As we are | 


drawn into this subject at this time by our 


opponents, we will notice another fact which | 


should receive attention from the profession. 
There are no agents, except mechanical, 
which are capable of influencing the vital or- 
ganism so promptly and so strongly as drags. 
Nothing in nature will destroy life sooner than 


} 


thy has nothing te fear, for she can match us 
fifty to one in that game. 


To the Editor of the Homeopathic Times. 


Sir :—It may interest your readers to 
know how Homeopathy was introduced in 
places where it now flourishes, I will give 
you the history of its rise in Guernsey, hop- 


|ing others will follow my example, and’ re- 
| cord their experience for the amusement and 


drugs, except lightning and mechanical in- | 
juries. Those agents which cause natural | 


diseases are mild in comparison with drugs. 
Hence it is the vital power, if left alone, is 
capable of subduing some diseases ; and even 
where the cause is continually applied she is 
often sufficient to prevent a full development 
of the malady. The causes of natural dis- 
eases operate slowly, unnoticed, perhaps for 
weeks or months or even years, the disturbance 


instruction of your readers. 

In the year 1836 I was suffering from the 
effects of a complication of debilitating causes ; 
twenty years before this time I had been 


| under a course of Calomel and Steel for two 
| years, under the care of Dr. Peacock, of 


| 


| 


in the organism being so slight. But not so | 


instantaneously, and in many instances even 


and is a fact. 
Now therefore, tho natural law of Homeo- 


pathy which governs every real cure is ex- | 


pressed by Hahnemann in these words: “ A 
dynamic disease in the living economy of man 


Darlington, who treated me for a liver com- 
plaint, which caused the formation of three 
distinct abscesses on the liver, during the first 
year of treatment. ‘The disorder was caused 


| by an accident: added to this, the birth of 


fourteen children, the cares of a large family, 
and, to crown all, most severe drains to my 
constitution, had brought me to such a state 


with drugs; these produce perceptible effects | of debility, that life became a burden to me. 
| I lost my memory to that point, that when I 


| laid aside the book I had been reading, I 
when highly attenuated. ‘This is fully proved, | fe 
|or an English one. I had constant Jassitude 


could not remember if it had been a French 


| and pains all over; my hands were unable to 


hold a needle, and I was quite confined to my 


'sofa. I had no other disease. My brother 


is extinguished in a permanent manner by | 


another that is more powerful, when the latter 
(without being of the same species) bears a 
strong resemblance to it in its mode of mani- 
festing itself. The curative powers of med- 
icines are therefore grounded upon the faculty 
which they possess of creating symptoms 
similar to those of the disease itself, but which 
are of a more intense natore.” 

It is worthy of remark that in what is 
here stated, there is an absence of all specula- 
tion or theory. We challenge the Examiuver, 
the Gazette, the Royal College of London, 
the New-York Academy, and all the Allo- 
pathists in creation, individually and collect- 
ively, to show that what we have here stated 
are not facts—* fixed facts ;’ and being so, 
they harmonize with one another, and har- 
mouize also with every other fact in nature. 


came to visit us, and, seeing my sad state, 


| tried to persuade me to try the new medicine, 


the effects of which ke had had opportunities 


| of seeing in his way through Paris and Len- 


don. fle promised to send me on his return 


ito London a French Jahr, and Karl Lu- 


ther’s “Allopathy and Homeopathy.” The 
medicines he could not get in London, and 


| sent to Germany for them. I opened Jahr; 


it was Greek to me: so I began Lath- 
er,and I found that China and Pulsatilla 


| were exactly suited to my case ; from Luther 





| L learned the use of Jahr; and looking over 


his China and Pulsatilla, was the more con- 
vinced thet my cure was in them. I Jon 

for the box to try these medicines. fhe 
wished-for box arrived in July, but when I 
saw the globules, all hope va: .shed, and I put 
the box and books away, ashamed of having 
ever thought of using them. My crushed 
hopes had an evil influence on miad and body, 
I became so ill that I ‘scarcely existed ; 
dwelling on my disappointment, it came into 
my mind that I had promised my brother to 
try his medicines; not willing to forfeit my 
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word, and yet ashamed of my eakness in 
keeping it, without informing my family, and 
with the feeling with which sceptical people 
try a charm, I took two globules of the 24th 
dilution of China. During the first day I felt 
as though a fountain of health had been open- 
ed in me, whose waters wa — my 
nerves, giving them strength. e following 
three ihe T took two ilocos of Pulsatilla 
each day, and found myself so well, that I 
acknowledged to my family the virtues of the 
medicines. ‘They had seen the rapid im- 
provement with wonder, without suspectin 
the cause of it. At the end of a week 
could walk the distance of three miles and 
back again without fatigue ; could join my 
family at meals, and do all a strong woman 
could go through without fatigue. I have 
since recovered my memory and the effects 
of the Calomel, from which I had suffered so 
long. My recovery caused a great sensa- 
tion in the island; hundreds inquired what 
cause had produced such wonderful effects, 
and the foundation of Homeopathy was firm- 
ly Jaid in Guernsey. If, Mr. Editor, a further 
account of its progress would be useful, I 
shall be very happy to resume the thread of 
my experience hereafier. 
Your obedient servant, 
Haraist CHerMeL. 
St. Sampson’s Rectory, 


October 28th, 1850. 


VETERINARY HOMCGOPATHY. 
To the Editor of the Homeopathic Times. 


Six,—As no opportunity ought to be neg- 
lected to add to the overwhelming evidence 
already on record of the grand truth of the 
homeopathic law, and the wonderful superi- 
ority of remedial treatment directed according 
to the rule embodied in that law, whether the 
patients be bipeds or quadrupeds, I have much 
pleasure in sending you two veterinary cases 
treated by Captain E. Warde, of the Royal 
Horse Artillery, Woolwich, who has kindly 
permitted me to use his name if [ thought it 


uisite. 
“Tt seems not only desirable, but absolutely 
necessary, that our facts should be authentica- 
ted, seeing that an allopathic contemporary has 
lately informed its readers that homcopaths 
have published some cases “ positively invent- 
ed for the occasion.” Allow me to observe, 
for the edifieation of our allopathic brethren, 
that they could select no better — yo am’ 
ing homeeopathie therapeutics as 
arene practice presents. Let them select 
cases of inflammation of the lungs, and also 
cases of influenza occurring among horses and 
cows—diseases to which these animals are 
very sabject—and let the inquiring sons of 
Xsculapius apply their ears over the lungs of 





their quadruped patients, so as to be satisfied 
when real active in tion exists, and 
which cannot be mistaken, if they be acquaint. 
ed with auscultation as similarly employed on 
the human subject, for the purpose of thoracic 
diagnosis. Should they be unequal to this, 
through inexperience, or inability, to discrim)- 
nate between healthy and diseased respiratory 
sounds, arising from natural organization, or 
unhappily from deafness, let them take the 
opinion of an educated veterinary surgeon, 
whose powers of diagnosis cannot be questiou- 
ed, and if the medical inquirer be prepared to 
enter upon his new task, he may stake his ex- 
istence that the truth and proof of the homeo- 
pathic law'will be made as manifest as the 
bright san at noon, although the treatment 
will be employed in a great measure analogi- 
cally, and consequently at a disadvantage, 
from objective symptoms only being al! we can 
obtain from quadrupeds, None of our allo- 
pathic brethren will be offended, it is to be 
hoped, at this suggestion, as they are at times 
very tenacious of their dignity ; yet the mo- 
mentary degradation would not, under the cir- 
cumstances, be in the least degree humiliat- 
ing, seeing the inquiry has for its object such 
noble ends. Horses and cows will not be 
chargeable, under such circumstances, with 
having been acted upon through their imagina- 
tion—a very silly attempt often made by allo. 
paths to explain the beneficial operation of ho- 
maopathic treatment; an explanation which 
equally falls to the ground when infants and 
children are the subjects treated, and in the 
former, by the way, where diet, which is 
scarcely ever interfered with during treatment, 
can play no part in the explanation. This is 
another jesuitical subterfuge that is also often 
resorted to by ignorant and dishonest objectors. 
While I was anxious to ascertain the truth of 
the homeopathic law, I made every species 
of suffering animal that eame before my no- 
tice a home@opathie patient, nor have I had 
any reason to regret so acting. At a very 
early period of my new practice, when on a 
visit in Warwickshire, where a most fatal epi- 
demic influenza of an inflammatory character 
had destroyed hundreds of cattle, and was ex- 
tending its ravages uncontrolled amongst the 
stock of the farm where I was at the time, to 
the utter astonishment of all, the disease was 
eheeked with ease, through doses homeopa- 
thically administered in every case that arose, 
to the great delight of the owner, although 
the farrier had been utterly unsuccessful in the 
management of similar attacks, which had 
terminated fatally. 

I ean fully bear out Capt. Warde’s state- 
ments, as regards the time when horses, ho- 
meopathically treated, are again fit for work. 
I will not, however, occupy more of your va- 
luable space, and shall at once allow Captain 
Warde to detail his own eases. 


I am, sir, yours faithfully, 
D. Wirs0N 
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He writes: My veterinary cases are as fol- 


low : 

Ist. In July last my groom sent to me, early 
inthe morning, to say that one of my horses 
was “taken very bad, and he had sent for 
the farrier, who said he must be bled directly.” 
I desired that he should not be bled, and sent 
six drops of the 3d dilution of Acon., on a bit 
of bread, to be given immediately, and desired 
the farrier to return in two hours, and report 
the state of the pulse. He came in two hours 
and reported the pulse “ still very inflamma- 
tory, but much better.” I repeated the Acon. ; 
horse much better through the day; gave 
Acon, again at night. Early the next morn- 
ing the farrier reported the horse much worse, 
and to be allowed to bleed at once. 
Gave Acon. again ; in two hours, pulse much 
better. The horse then appeared to me to be 
suffering from an attack of acute bronchitis ; 
he tried to cough—a sort of stifled cough,— 
which appeared to hurt him so much that he 
was quite doubled up when he coughed ; he 
would not lie down nor feed, and was evidently 
in great pain. I gave six drops of Bell., 3d 
dilution, and in two hours, the same dose of 
Bry., 3d dilution. These I repeated in alter- 
nation et ery two hours through the day. The 
next day the horse was better; cough a little 
stronger, and less painful ; gave the same me- 
dieine in alternation every four hours. Next 
day, horse much better ; had Jain down in the 
night and eaten a little bran. I saw now that 
all was safe. I gradually increased the inter- 
val between the medicines until the sixth day, 
when I gave six drops of Phos., 3d dilution, 
and in two days afterwards, six drops of Sulph., 
5th dilution. In twelve days I was riding the 
horse again, and he was perfectly well. 

Had he been treated according to the old 
system, he would have been bled perhaps 
twice, and blistered, and I should not have 
been able to ride him again in less than a 
month or six weeks; this I know full well, 
from many years’ experience. I have two 
horses recovering at this moment from similar 
attacks, under the same mode of treatment. 

The second case was that of a horse having 
strained the off fore-fetlock joint so badly that 
he could not stand on that leg at all nor bear 
any weight on it. I had it well fomented with 
warm water for some hours, and then applied 
the Arnica \otion, giving at the same time Ar- 
nica internally. In four days all heat, swell- 
ing, and tenderness was gone, but he was still 
very lame. I then applied the Rhus lotion, 
and gave Rhus internally daily, six globules, 
for a week ; at the expiration of which time 
the horse was perfectly sound. I theu gave 
Silicea, six globules, 6th dilution, twice, at in- 
tervals of a few days, and a week after the last 
dose I gave a dose of Sulphur, 6th dilution. 
The horse has been sound ever since, nearly 
two months ago. 

The next number completes the 5th vol- 
ume of this Journal. Our friends will please 
remit the money for the 6th volume. 





HOMC2OPATHY IN HUNGARY. 
Extract from a Leiter of a Hungarian 
Physician to Dr. Roth. 


“ I make use of your advice, and study dili- 
gently Homeopathy, and I inform you with 
great delight that I have made many suc- 
cessful cures by this treatment. I have rea- 
son to think of you, being particularly thank- 
ful that I was fortunate enough to make a 
perfect cure in a terrible case concerning a 
very dear member of my family, through 
means you induced me to examine. 

* My sister-in-law had a severe attack of 
blood-coughing, and any assistance was use- 
less ; this lasted for three weeks. Yeu can 
imagine in what anxiety I was, and with 
what haste I opened every letter, always 
expecting better news. But in vain; the 
disease was daily getting worse. At last I 
sent her from here Aconite, and requested 
my brother (who is a celebrated Allopathic 
physician,) to give this to her according to 
the prescribed rules. Imagine my joy, as 
the obstinate Allopathist informs me that, to 
his greatest astonishment, the cough, the op- 
pression of the chest, etc., ete., ceased, and 
he begs for further prescriptions. All the 
symptoms indicated Nuz, which I sent, and 
since then the patient feels quite restored. 

“T considered her indebted to you for her 
life, and thank you in the name of my 
brothers and sisters. I feel it the most agree- 
able duty, if I could in some way compen- 
sate you. 

“ Here I prescribe exclusively only Homeo- 
pathically now, and even in intermittent fevers, 
which oceur now very frequently, I make no 
use of Quinine, as formerly.”— Homeopathic 
Times. 


REMARKS. 


“Take a case,” said Hahnemann, “ of 
course one for which a homm@opathic remedy 
has already been discovered, note down all its 
perceptible symptoms in the manner which 
has been taught in the Organon, and with a 
correctness with which the Author of Home@o- 
pathy shall be perfectly satisfied ; apply that 
drug which shall be perfectly homeopathic to 
all the symptoms, the dose being of the size 
prescribed in the Orgauon, and avoiding all 
those heterogeneous influences which might 
disturb the action of the drag; and if, under 
these circumstances, the drug does not afford 
speedy and efficient help, then publish the 
failure to the world in a manner which shall 
make it impossible for me to deny the homeo- 
pathicity of the drug, and the correctness of 
your proceedings, and the Author of Homeo- 
pathy will stand confounded and convicted.” 

It must be remembered that this challenge 
of 1817 was never fairly met by friend or foe, 
and that the umpire descended to the tomb a 
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quarter of a century after, without having been 
ever appealed to, without being in any one 
instance confounded or convicted of having 
made a boastful challenge. 

We have been informed lately ef an instance 
of Hahnemann’s sagacity, and of his know- 
ledge of his own Materia Medica. A gentle- 
man consulted him about one of his family, 
suffering from very severe illness, with certain 
very marked symptoms. Hahnemann heard 
him to the end: “ the patient is suffering from 
a medicinal disease,’ and he mentioned the 
drug. The gentleman was certain that the 
patient was not so suffering, and had made no 
use of that drug. But Hahnemann was right, 
as was proved on enquiry. Now, when any 
of his assailants has this accurate knowledge, 
whether he be disciple or foe, he may be al- 
lowed to run a-muck at Hahnemann’s chal- 
lenge ; till then, it must remain unanswered 
and unanswerable. There are only two living 
men, so far as is knowa, who could possibly 
be allowed to act as umpire in Hahnemann’s 
stead, and neither of them is in the British 
Empire. In fact, the challenge is now void, 
because the challenger is no longer “‘ to the 
fore,” as the Irishman says. ‘The banner was 
hung out a quarter of a century, and the 
trumpet sounded during that time, but none 
accepted the challenge. ‘The true follower of 
Hahnemann will abide by his prescript. 

The challenge is not at discord with the 
spirit of various parts of the Organon, nor 
even with the paragraphs 162-3-4, where 
Hahnemann speaks of remedies partially ho- 
meopathic to the disease, nor is it contrary to 
the instances he quotes in proof of the hom@o- 
pathic law deduced from allopathic practice. 
Half a loaf is better than no loaf, according 
to the proverb. There is this difference be- 
tween the partial homeopathist, partial from 
having a partial knowledge or memory of any 
particular drug, and the founder of Homco- 
pathy, that whereas the former may attack 
the disease by attacking symptoms in detach- 
meuts, Hahnemann would have probably been 
able to cure all the symptoms with one remedy. 
The rightly-chosen medicine in the hands of 
the allopathist will sometimes cure, in despite 
of its being mixed with other drugs. The im- 
perfect or occasional success from the partial 
homeopathy of many homeopathic practi- 
tioners, and from the mixed medication of al- 
lopathists where the right drug is used in con- 
junction with others, is no argument to show 
that the partial homeopathist, and the allo- 
pathist that sometimes cures by hap-hazard, 
are to be classed with Hahnemann, or have 
fairly met his challenge. 

The so-called cures of home@opathists, who 
do not come up to Hahnemann’s standard, 
are no less real, because that has been done 


hands may have been done by one. Cures 
are real or only so in seeming, by whomsoever 
made or in whatever way. The question is, 


infamously withheld. 





are the so-called cures, real cures? If rea). 
the homeopathist would say, give me the 
whole — of the case and of the treat- 
ment, and I will show that the treatment, 
however clumsy, however protracted, how. 
ever mismanaged, comes under the compre. 
hension of the homeopathic law. 

Nobody ean tell what it is or what it is not, 
till he tries laboriously to distinguish the entity 
from the non-entity. It does not follow, if the 
terms of Hahnemann’s proposition be accept- 
ed, that “ Homeopathy would be reduced to 
the condition of a pretty scientific toy, pos- 
sessed of no practical value whatever.” The 
electric light, which was discovered more than 
thirty years ago by Sir H. Davy, has not 
been hitherto valueless, and by and bye will 
be found to be of immense value to the civi)- 
ized world—and so with Homeopathy accord- 
ing to Hahnemann’s standard. Those per- 
sons who now advocate that standard are 
called bigots or enthusiasts : but the standard, 
notwithstanding, is right; and if the doctors 
would leave it alone, or reverently try to at- 
tain it, there could be no fear that any mis- 
chance would befall * our glorious therapeia.” 

Hahnemann’s own provings are admirable, 
but the life even of a man who lived so long 
and worked so hard as Hahnemann, was not 
sufficient to leave sufficient materials to meet 
every case of disorder or disease, wnder the 
terms of his challenge, but the materials are 
in nature. 

There is no disposition to allow any one tc 
be umpire in Hahnemann’s stead. He gave 
a challenge: he was at the lists to answer it 
during a quarter of a century ; nobody an- 
swered it. The time-honored warrior sleeps 
in peace; and so the challenge remains sim- 
ply as au expression of the standard of Ho- 
meeopathy which its founder wished his dis- 
ciples to uphold and defend. 

Hahnemann was hardly dealt by: his re- 
vised writings have been scandalously, nay 
The Materia Medica 
may be re-proved ; the vexed question of the 
dose may, perhaps, be settled in a century or 
two; the duration of the action of any spe- 
cified medicine may be ascertained by mul- 
tiplied experience ; some proximate conclusion 
may be arrived at of the reciprocal action of 
medicines, given in succession; but none of 
these things affect the standard of Hahne- 
mannian Homeopathy. 

When any homeopathist has learned to 


| diagnose the medicines as a first-rate practical 


man has learned to diagnose a disease, he may 

employ his remedies with some confidence. 
Subjective sensations are always to be taken 

into rigid account: for these may be the true 


| diagnestic indications for the choice of a re- 
| medy, even where objective symptoms exist, 
by successive drogs, which in Hahnemann’s | 


and the actual pathological condition may be 
detected. The minute shades of difference 


| in the subjective sensations are never without 


value, and should never be neglected. 








INAUGURAL ADDRESS, 


Delivered before the Hahnemann Academy of Medicine, January 
8th, 1851, by S. R. Kirsy, M. D., President. 


(Published by order of the Academy. ) 


GENTLEMEN OF THE Hannemann AcApDEMY oF MepiciInr— 


I rank you for the honor you have conferred upon me in electing me to the 
office of President of your Academy. The law of this Institution requires of 
me an address on entering upon the duties of my office. In compliance with 
that rule, I appear before you this evening. 

I propose to inquire, who are the Homeopathists ? What is their duty? And 
what will be the probable result if it is faithfully performed ? 

Fortunately for the healing art, and for the po mankind, the first question 
admits of a definite answer. Until the time of Hahnemann, the art of medicine 
had no fixed principles that were known; theories upon theories were invented 
by ingenious minds of the profession, and to detect malpractice was out of the 
question. It is a maxim admitted by the most eminent men of the Allopathic 
school, that “there is nothing certain in medicine.” Little or no value is fixed 
to the testimony of physicians as “ skilled” witnesses, for the reason: facts and 
theories are so mingled, that neither the ingenuity of the advocate, nor the 
learning of the judge, can separate them, and the testimony is discarded on the 
ground of uncertainty. The people generally receive the above maxim for 
truth, as it agrees with their observation and experience; and it is doubted by 
many, if medicine, as practised from Hippocrates to Hahnemann, has been bene- 
ficial to mankind. 

It is now admitted on all hands, that the medical treatment of the sick should 
not be undertaken except upon clear and well-established laws of nature, which 
was nut the case previously to the promulgation of Homeopathia. A system 
medicine which claims to prevent premature deaths, to detect malpractice, and 
to render medical testimony useful in the administration of criminal law, should 
receive the most thorough investigation. It is sufficient for my purpose in 
these preliminary remarks, to say, that Homceopathia sets up these high claims ; 
and from the period of her first development to the present moment, not a prin- 
ciple of which she is constituted has been disproved, or found in any degree to 
conflict with other known laws of nature. 

I will now consider the question: Who are the Homeopathists? The spread 
of Hahnemann’s doctrine has been so rapid, and has gained such a degree of 
popularity among the intelligent, the learned, and the wealthy, that many in the 
profession have exclaimed—“ Lo! I am he.” A few claim to be wiser than the 
master, and most extraordinary doctrines have been propagated in the name of 
Homeopathia; and in her name au unsuccessful, ino occasionally a pernicious 
practice has been pursued, and to such an extent has this been followed, that 
the opposition, with some show of reason, have expressed the opinion that 
Hahnemann’s practice has been abandoned, and the system a failure. Let 
us, gentlemen, view things as they exist. We are not party men in a political 
sense, nor do the doctrines we advocate require concealment, or an evasion of the 
= in question by a play of words. If there be those who profess faith in 

omeeopathia, and deny that faith by their works, no harm can come by the 
admission of that fact. If our opponents seize upon such inconsistent and 
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unworthy members of the school, and hold them up to the gaze of the world as 
genuine Homeopathists, and by their deformity excite laughter and derision, jt 
is only one of those ordeals which truth often has to pass through on her way ¢ 
triumph and victory. 

He who is familiar with the history of successful reforms, where the peopl 
feel they have an interest, would not be surprised at diversity of opinions among 
those engaged in the reformation ; for it is well known, that various sects may 
sprout from the same root. Homeopathia had hardly been promulgated by her 
author, and no time allowed for a proper investigation of her doctrines and 
practice, before writers began to dw. what is incompatible with her princi- 
ples, they professing at the same time to be called by her name, and thereby laid 
a foundation for sects and parties in the Homeopathic sehool. Some seemed to 
have a “holy horror” at an entire rejection of Allopathia, perceiving, as they 
honestly thought, some beauty and excellence in her; and too many have si 
mingled the doctrine and practice of the two schools, that it is thought one 
might practice in this way, and avoid the loss of caste among his Allopathic 
colleagues; others, beeause of their imperfect knowledge, make but a seeming 
change in their practice, but claim to rank with Homeopathists. 

That which I object to in the point under notice, is, that before Homeeopathia 
has been thoroughly studied, the work of improving it is undertaken ; and for 
this reason, it cannot be denied, there is a tendency to the formation of sects in 
the school. The importance, therefore, of the question—Who are the Homeeopa- 
thists? Where should we go for the answer to this question? To the writings of 
Hahnemann, of course, where else could we go? His Organon of Homeopa- 
thie Medicine is the standard. Whoever rejects this work is not a Homeopa- 
thist. Hahnemann says : 


“ In disease, this spontaneous and immaterial vital principle pervading the physical organism, 
is primarily deranged by the dynamic influence of a morbifie agent which is inimical to life. 
Only the vital principle thus disturbed can give to the organism its abnormal sensations, and 
incline it to the irregular actions which we call disease ; for as an invisible principle only cogni- 
zable through its operations in the organism, its morbid disturbances can be perceived sole}; 
by means of the expression of disease in the sensations and actions of that side of the organisin 
exposed to the senses of the physician and bystanders ; in other words, by the morbid symp- 
toms, and ean be indicated in no other manner.” 

2d. “ The curative powers of medicines being nowise discoverable in themselves, a fact which 
few will venture to dispute, and the pure experiments which have been made even by the most 
skilful observers not exhibiting anything to our view which could be capable of rendering them 
medicines or curative remedies, except the faculty which they possess of producing manifest 
changes in the general state of the human economy, particularly with persons in health, in 
whom they excite morbid symptoms of a very decided character ; we ought to conclude from 
this, that when medicines act as remedies, they cannot exercise their curative virtue but by the 
faculties which they possess of modifying the general state of the economy, and giving birth ‘ 
peculiar symptoms. Consequently, we ought to rely solely upon the morbid appearances which 
medicines excite in healthy persons, the only possible manifestation of the curative virtues whicl: 
they possess, in order to learn what malady each of them produces individually, and at the same 
time what diseases they are capable of curing.” 

3d. “ There is no other metnod of applying medicines profitably in diseases than the Homeo- 
pathic, by means of which we sciect from all others that medicine (in order to direct it against 
the entire symptoms of the individual morbid case) whose manner of acting upon persons in 
health is known, and which has the power of producing an artificial malady the nearest in 
resemblance to the natural disease before our eyes. 

“ Plain experience, an infallible oracle in the art of healing, proves to us, in every careful 
experiment, that the particular medicine whose action upon persons in health produces the 
greatest number of symptoms resembling those of the disease which it is intended to cure, 
possesses, also, in reality, (when administered in convenient doses,) the power of suppressing, 
in a radical, prompt, and permanent manner, the totality of these morbid symptoms,—that is to 
say, the whole of the existing disease ; it also teaches us that all medicines cure the diseases 
whose symptoms approach nearest to their own, and that among the latter none admit of 
exception. 

“This phenomenon is founded on the natural law of Hom@opathy—a law unknown till the 
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time, although it has on all occasions formed the basis of every visible ecure—that is to 
say, @ dynamic disease in the living economy of man is extinguished in a permanent manner 

another that is more powerful, when the latter (without being of the same species) bears 
a strong resemblance to it in its mode of manifesting itself.” 


Lest I should fail to convey the exact ideas which constitute what is essential in 
Homeeopathia, I again use the language of Hahnemann, as translated in his Or- 


ganon ; 


Ist. “ There is nothing for the physician to cure in disease but the sufferings of the patient ; 
and the changes in his state of health which are perceptible to the senses—that is to say, the 
totality or mass of symptoms by which the disease points out the remedy it stands in need of ; 
every internal cause that could be attributed to it, every occult character that man might be 
tempted to bestow, are nothing more than so many idle dreams and vain imaginings. 

9d. “ That state of the organism which we call disease, cannot be converted into health sut by 
the aid of another affection of the organism, excited by means of medicines. The experiments 
made upon healthy individuals are the best and purest means that could be adopted to discover 


their virtue. 

3d. “ According to every known fact, it is impossible to cure a natural disease by the aid of 
medicines which have the faculty of producing a dissimilar artificial state or symptom in healthy 
persons. Therefore the allopathic method can never effect a real eure. Even nature never 
performs acure, or annihilates one disease by adding to it another that is dissimilar, be the 
intensity of the latter ever so great. 

4th. “ Every fact serves to prove, that a medicine capable of exciting in healthy persons a 
morbid symptom opposite to the disease that is to be cured, never effects any other than mo- 
mentary relief in disease of long standing, without curing it, and suffers it to reiippear, after a 
certain interval, more aggravated than ever. The antipathic and purely palliative method is, 
therefore, wholly opposed to the object that is to be attained, where the disease is an important 
one, and of long standing. 

5th. “ The third method, the only one to which we can have recourse, (the Homeopathic,) 
which employs against the totality of the symptoms of a natural disease, a medicine that is capa- 
ble of exciting in healthy persons symptoms that closely resemble those of the disease itself ; 
is the only one that is really salutary, and which always annihilates disease, or the purely 
dynamic aberrations of the vital powers, in an easy, prompt, and perfeet manner. In this re- 
spect nature herself furnishes the example when, by adding to an existing disease a new one 
that resembles it, she cures it promptly and effectually.” 


I have thus, from the only acknowledged standard work of the Homeeopathie 
school, stated the principles which constitute the science of Homeeopathia, 
no one of which can be given up without destroying the whole system; they all 
harmonize with one another, and constitute a whole; which, from the nature of 
the subject, must be received in whole, or rejected in whole. There cannot be 
a Homeeopathist in part, he must be one in full, or none at all. Therefore, the 
above doctrines are received by every true Homeeopathist, and they are eom- 
ee they admit of no improvement; they must stand, and that forever. But 

hear an objection. Do you mean to say that Homeeopathia is already so 
perfect that she admits of no improvement? I do not mean to say that; what I 
mean is, that the principles, or, if you please, the science of Homeopathia is 
complete, but the adaptation of those principles to the art or practice admits of 
improvement; that is to say, the means for a more exact and extended applica- 
tion of the principles*to the art may, and should be enhanced. I desire to be 
understood fully, and I will express myself in another form : 

Ist. The definition Hahnemann gives of disease, and the mode of investiga- 
ting it, is complete. It rejects all theories, and confines itself to facts; and 
Whatever theories may arise, or whatever developments may take place in any 
human body, that principle is undisturbed. Whoever studies this branch of our 
system, will, I think, find this view of it the true one. 

2d. The trial of drugs upon the healthy, in moderate doses, developes their 
curative ind:cztions; and this rule is complete, and admits of no change. 

3d. The law of similarity, or the rule by which remedies are made known in 
individual cases, is perfect, for if it is not, it is no law at all. 
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A genuine Homeopathist adopts all of these principles, for he cannot move g 
step in the art without the whole of them. Every prescription he makes, if jt 
be Homeopathic, is governed by the above principles. Now, a strict fidelity t, 
these rules will lead the practitioner to another branch of the art, which, from 
its nature, can never be governed by a fixed rule. I refer to the dose of medi- 
cine. Perhaps no one thing has exhibited so much wrong reasoning in some 
members of the school, as the discussion on the subject of doses, and their repe- 
tition. After all that has been said, probably Hahnemann has approached the 
nearest toa rule. He says: 


“Tt has been fully proved by pure experiments, that when a disease does not evidently de- 
pend upon the impaired state of an important organ, even though it were of a chronic nature, 
and complicated, and due care has been taken to remove from the patient all foreign medicinal 
influence, the dose of the Homeopathic remedy can never be sufficiently small so as to be 
inferior io the power of the natural disease which it can, at least, partially extinguish and 
cure, provided it be capable of producing only a small increase of symptoms immediately 
after it is administered.” 


He says further : 


“ This incontrovertible axiom, founded upon experience, will serve as a rule by which doses 
of all Homeopathic medicines, without exception, are to be attenuated to such a degree, that 
after being introduced into the body, they shall merely produce an almost insensible aggra- 
vation of the disease.” 


My own observation and reading convinces me that those who have carefully 
experimented, agree with this rule of Hahnemann in reference to the dose of a 
Homeopathic remedy ; and even those who have not experimented on the sub- 
ject, as did Hahnemann and others, with but few exceptions, dare not deny the 


statement he makes as above. One point more, and the answer to the question, 
I thin’, will be satisfactory. 

He only is recognized in our school, who is regularly educated agreeably t 
the existing medical schools of our country ; for, unless he has an accurate know- 
ledge of anatomy, physiology, chemistry, botany, pathology, and the other 
branches taught in our colleges, he would be incompetent to practice the art. 

The next question I shall attempt to answer, is: What is the duty of Ho- 
mceopathic physicians? Every true Homeopathist should not only understand 
and assent to the principles of his art as set forth by Hahnemann, but he should 
feel their force, and they should so exist in him, that he may, if possible, be be- 
yond the reach of temptation to depart from them in prescribing for the sick 
It is no easy thing to feel the force of Jaw. For example, how few feel th: 
power of the divine laws! If those laws which the Creator has given to mar, 
were carefully studied, and their beauty, harmony and design clearly perceived, 
and the terrible consequences that must necessarily result to every one who 
neglects to make them a rule of practice towards his Creator, his fellow-men, 
and to himself; and if those divine laws exist in the mind of a man, in all 
their spirituality and power, would he dare, would he even allow himself for s 
moment, to think of departing from them in his conduct under any circun- 
stances? No! he would do as others have done—stand to his integrity. But, 
although the laws of God are plain enough, although they are universally in the 
Christian world admitted to be true, and although all civil laws among Christians 
are based upon them, because they explain right and wrong, and although they 
are expounded to us weekly by the ministers of our holy religion, and their 
claims urged upon us with a zeal and eloquence which become embassadors 
of God; yet, how few do more than assent to their trath. Now, if under such 
circumstances the divine laws influence men so slightly, and an entire disregard 
of them so easily obtains, is there not ground of fear that Homeopathists may 
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not so study the laws of their art, as that they may live in them in all their 
beauty, harmony, design, spirituality and power? For be it understood, | take 
no low view of the laws which govern the art of healing; they are established by 
the Author of all truth ; they are a merciful revelation made to man by the au- 
hor of his being, and no physician can be guiltless who neglects them. Our 
duty, gentlemen, differs from the ordinary secular affairs of life; it ranks next 
in importance to that of the minister of religion, and if the latter is expected to 
adhere to his principles in the treatment of the souls of men, so are we bound 
to keep to the principles of our art in the treatment of their bodies. 

Another point to which I would ask your attention, is the individuality of 
the eases of sickness we may be required to treat. The education we have re- 
ceived in the Allopathic school, tends to a generalization of cases. This 
must be admitted, by all who have a knowledge of Homcopathia, to be a great 
evil, and we all know that its existence in the school is pernicious, for each case 
must be treated in Homeeopathia as a distinct existence ; for if the nosology, in- 
cluding the diagnosis of the school of Allopathy, influences the practitioner, it is 
not possible for him, except by accident, to select the remedy Homceopathically. 

The Homeeopathist, under all circumstances in diseases proper, should not 
depart from the law of eure—“ similia similibus curantur.” But I heavy the 
inquiry What is to be done in cases where there is no Homeopathic remedy 
known? I answer that there is an unwarrantable assumption in the question. 
It assumes that there are curab’e cases, for which our present knowledge of drugs 
does not allow us to select the Homeopathic remedy. This may be so, but to 
my mind, it is exceedingly doubtful. But admit that it is so. Would any one 
be so foolhardy as to resort to Allopathic measures, which are false throughout, if 
Homeopathia be true? Certainly not. For, in the important duty of preseri- 
hing for the sick, we should not hazard anything. But something must be 
done or reputation may suffer. Ah! there isthe rub. But fears in this respect 
are groundless, provided we are in possession of all that is known of the cases, 
for an acknowledgement of our ignorance of what is not known cannot injure 
our reputation. There are few who at this period can reasonably claim to be 
masters in the art; the greater part being yet students, and are not entitled to 
the rank of masters. If there be a close study of the Materia Medica, and the 
utmost caution in the selection of remedies, the temptation to resort to Allopa- 
thie measures would seldom exist. 

To understand Homeopathia, in order to become expert and safe practition- 
ers, requires time. However well educated any one may be in Allopathy, he 
must for a while sit at the feet of the great master Hahnemann, and study 
the words of wisdom, which he has recorded in his Organon. His prac- 
tice, from the accounts we have of it, was remarkably successful; which fact 
should induce his disciples to treat diseases as he did. and thereby prove each 
for himself, if his doctrines and statements are true. Nothing short of careful 
and thorough experiments, can establish confidence in Home@opathia. This 
will require time ; but the work should be undertaken, and persevered in until 
satisfactory evidence is obtained, for or against the practice. 

What an absurdity it is for a physician to animadvert on the practice of 
Hahnemann, when he has not treated a single ease of disease as Hahnemann 
did, Equally absurd is it, to rail against the higher attenuations of drugs in 
the absence of all experience in those potencies. 

Homeopathia being based upon fixed laws, with a rich Materia Medica, 1 
cannot but regard it wrong to resort to clairvoyants and “ spirit rappings ” for 
a knowledge of diseases and their treatment. 

As the establishment of Homcopathie Dispensaries and Hospitals in our 
cities is desirable for the benefit of the poor, efforts should be made to induce 
the public authorities, as well as wealthy individuals, to establish them. 
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Allow me, gentlemen, a few remarks touching our own conduct towards one 
another. We should be wise in all things, especially in our deportment towards 
each other. I do not advocate a written adeut ethies, as exists in the Allo. 

hie school; for he who has a pure intention, needs no written rules to govern 
im in his professional intercourse with his colleagues That to which I espe. 
sially ask your attention is, intolerance ; which has done much evil in our pro- 
fession, and controls, I fear, too many among us at the present time. |t is 
this persecuting spirit of intolerance which moves the Allopathic in opposition 
to the Hommopathie sehool. We should allow that which we cannot wholly 
approve, and everything of a persecuting nature ought to be avoided. The Hy- 
meopathic school has it in its power to show the world what it has never yet 
seen, the spirit of toleration governing a body of physicians in their individual 
social, and conventional acts. Such conduct is consistent with a rigid observance 
of pee? amet of our art. The entire profession needs a reform in this respect, 
and Homeopathists have it in their power to do much in effecting it. To my 
mind, it is a proper and a solemn duty, to meet physicians in consultation, of 
whatever school, whenever requested so to do. fn this, 1 cannot admit of an 
exception For a Homeopathist to refuse to meet one of his own school in 
consultation, is clearly receding from a plain duty. Men are not equally en- 
dowed with mental abilities, and there are those who do not comprehend the 
principles of our art, and for that reason their practice must be imperfect ; but, 
being honest in purpose, the strong ones should stand by the weak, and afford 
encouragement and instruction to them at the bed-side of the sick, and not con- 
temptuously withdraw all intercourse, and treat such persons as enemies to truth. 
Even if there should be those among us, who at times go quite over to Allopa- 
thic practice, however much we disapprove of such conduet, still we are not at 
liberty to denounce such practitioners as no Homeopathists. We can consist- 
ently express in strong terms our disapprobation of Allopathic practice, and of 
such conduct ; but we must not hurt him who is weak in the faith, but who is 
desirous of growing in the knowledge of the truth. In institutions like this 
Academy, there should be, in my opinion, at fixed periods, assemblages of all 
who profess to be already convinced of the truth of Homeopathia, and those, 
also, who are honestly seeking information on the subject, and by this sort of 
communion impart truth to one another. I hope to see the day, and that soon, 
when this Academy will hold its stated meetings in some convenient room, where 
all who desire information on Homeeopathia, may be at liberty to attend. I 9 
further: I desire and hope it may be adopted by the Academy, to invite our 
Allopathic colleagues to unite with us in a proper spirit in the discussions of 
medical subjects. We have, by this Academy, erected an altar to meti- 
cal truth; and we are engaged in preparing priests to minister at this altar: 
and when all things are ready, then throw wide open the doors of the temple, 
and invite all to come in and be taught the way to cure human maladies. We 
should take high ground in this matter, as high as the true spirit of toleration 
will admit of. 

I have no fellowship with intolerance, and if it ‘take root in our school in this 
country, as it has done, we regret to say it, in some parts of Europe, our syste! 
of medicine will be retarded in its progress, and it will take ages to do what 
should be accomplished in a few years. Let Homeopathists in America avoid 
this rock, as they value a true healing art. He who seeks to communicate only 
with those who agree with him in doctrine and practice, will contract very much 
his sphere of usefulness, and will not be likely to progress in knowledge himself. 
That man is criminally selfish who refuses intercourse with his cotemporaries 0! 
the same faith; for, by so doing, his talents are not exerted in a right direction, 
and he does not command that influence which he is in duty bound to do, for the 
promotion of the spread of truth, in which is involved the health, life and hap- 
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‘ness of our race. He who thus acts may be learned, but he is not wise; he 

talents, but he lacks common sense; pride may lead him to think 
himself up with the age; but his colleagues will perceive that he is far, very far, 
behind it. 

Beyond question, it is the duty of all physicians who profess faith in the car- 
dinal principles of Homeopathia, to organize in a bond of union, like this Acad- 
emy, Where mind can act on mind, thoughts may play among thoughts, and 
where the spirit of toleration shall so prevail. that the spirit of meekness, and of 
patience, and of brotherly kindness, can find an abiding place. I do not deem it 
necessary for me to pursue further this braneh of my subject, although many 
other topics which would be profitable could be introduced. 

If Homeeopathists perform their duty faithfully, what will be the probable 
result ? 

Having principles established, and faithful agents to work them, it is easy to 
pereeive what will be the result. It is in this way men gain a reputation for 
far-seeing. It is thus, also, men show their an for they make caleula- 
tions upon fixed principles, and foresee impending evil as well as approaching 

The theologian, the statesman, and the merchant, if successful in their 
different callings are exact in tracing principles. and are not deceived in the results. 
As in theology, and in political economy, and in commerce, a strict adherence 
to the known laws applicable to each, will lead to results which can be foreseen 
and calculated upon with certainty; so, also, that system of medicine promul- 
gated by the immortal Hahnemann, will effect changes in the art of healing, 
which we can now foresee, with almost as much certainty as if they had already 
taken place, because it is based upon Nature’s laws, which change not. 

The history of medicine is the most remarkable record extant, and it is worthy 
a thorough study, not only by physicians, but by the people generally. What is 
erroneously termed “ Rational Medicine” took its origin in a heathen temple 
and was systemized by a heathen philosopher, and what is singular is, that the 
nonsense put forth on diseases and their cure hundreds of years before the time 
of Hippocrates, has so impressed the minds of men, that the doctrine exists in 
the Allopathic school, and in the public mind of the present day. Diseases 
were conceived to be the immediate inffiction of the Deity, and were to be obvi- 
ated only by charms and incantations. Trace the ideas which influence many 
persons in this day in regard to the cure of diseases, and you will find they 
originated nearly three thousand years ago in heathen temples. It was there 
thought, that certain persons were especially ordained for the treatment of dis- 
eases, and to a greater extent perhaps than we are aware, the same doctrine is 
held by many at this day; hence the notion of the seventh son of a seventh son 
possessing virtue for healing purposes in his person, The mystery that was 
thrown around medicine in ancient times exists still, and we have those who go 
out secretly in the night to gather roots for medicinal purposes, for as the doe- 
trine is, they would possess no healing virtues unless such precautions are ob- 
served ; under the influence of a similar kind of delusion, clairvoyants are con- 
sulted, and very lately the “ Rapping Spirits” are inquired of, with religious 
reverence, about the eure of diseases, and | believe in parts of this state 
some simple souls profess, through these noisy spirits, to consult Hahnemann in 
the treatment of their patients. I intend barely to allude to these facts, yet 
the study of them is interesting as a curiosity. Hippocrates, in his desire to 
improve medicine, began right; he undertook the accurate observation of actual 
phenomena, in which he was eminently successful, none more so; but he ran 
into the usual blunders in attempts at generalization. He formed theories of 
disease, which he employed to Monte the theory of cure; and this has been 
the course of all writers on medicine from his day until Hahnemann, who discov- 
ered that a theory of disease was one thing, and of little value; and a theory of 
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cure quite another thi ng ; and the one in no way dependent upon the other. Noy 
the plan adopted by Hippocrates has virtually been pursued in the Allopathic 
school to the present time, and it is admitted by the best writers of that schoo! 
that no real progress has been made in the treatment of diseases. The sane 
uncertainty exists now as ever, and Dr. Forbes boldly declared a few years ayy, 
as his judgment, that things in his school could not be worse, and Allopa‘h 
must mend or end. The people themselves are really in advance of Allopathists, 
for the conviction had fixed itself in their minds generally that medicine as prac- 
ticed was so uncertain, and probably pernicious, that on the whole the chang 
for recovery from sickness was as good by doing nothing as to submit to th 
prescriptions of the physician. Henee, they fall back upon the mysterious 
nature of diseases, and resort to what is to them virtually, the charms and 
incantations of the school of A®sculapius, the secret remedies of the quacks, an) 
ceremonies practised by impostors. We cannot in this address go minutely o: 
hardly at all into this state of things, but we will appeal to the history of medi- 
cine, to the doctrine and practice of the ablest practitioners of our day in Allo- 
pathy ; and declare that the most absurd theories in regard to diseases, as well 
as the mcst irrational modes of treatment of which it is possible to conceiye, 
actually prevails in that school. That schoel is as ignorant of the curative power 
of drugs as it is possible to conceive of; they know their killing power, we admit: 
but of the principle by virtue of which drugs effect cures they have no trve v1 
ception, and the course pursued in that school can never lead to that knowledy: 
Like their heathen father, Hippocrates, they observe actual phenomena in diseases 
with accuracy, but for practical purposes their knowledge in this respect is of 
little or no value to them, except to aid them in the amusement of generaliza- 
tion, and in the formation of new theories, which are popular for a season and 
then pass away, to give place to others; and for this reason, theories of disease 
and theories of cure in that school are so numerous, that almost every practi. 
tioner has one for himself. It is agreed on all hands, among physicians of both 
schools, and among the pepe almost universally, that a reform is needed in th 
art of healing. Now, for the first time in the history of medicine, about fift; 
years ago Homeopathia put forth her claims as the system which could rid th: 
world of the long-existing errors in medicine, and the nature of her principle: 
and the success she has already met with in every part of the civilized world, 
prove that she is competent for the work she bas undertaken. Experience ha: 
fully proved that when her laws are ae followed, cases of disease are cured 
which the best praetitione s of Allopathia failed to do, with the means 0: 
that school We see also, that Homeeopathia has made an indelible in- 
pression of her truthfulness upon the leading Allopathists everywhere. Th 
law of cure is admitted by them to be true; the trial of drugs on thi 
healthy they begin to understand and favor; the administration of one drug 
at a time is being regarded as the most appropriate, and the doses of drug 
by Allopathists are so diminished that those who think our system consists 
small doses only, have declared that physicians generally are embracing Ho- 
meopathia. The power of Belladonna to prevent altogether, or to mitigate th 
severity of scarlet fever has gone the rounds of Allopathic journals with appr:- 
bation, Arnica is used in that school in surgical cases, and Aconite in irritative 
fevers and in inflammations. Phosphorus is also employed in pneumonia. 
Allopathists also acknowledge that each case of sickness should be studied as an 
individuality—as a separate existence. If we look at the Allopathic school, and 
examine it carefully and deliberately, we may see an unusual restlessness in it. 
We hear loud complaints, and the expression of deep dissatisfaction among its own 
members. It speaks of its antiquity, of its learning, of its dignity, of its claims to 
he confidence of the public. It elevates itself upon the pinnacle of pride, and 
ultivates from the centre to its circumference that illiberal conservative spirit of 
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intolerance. This course is adopted to keep itself in countenance before the people. 
By the powerful influence of truth, the civil law, upon which for hundreds of years 
the Allopathic school stood, is removed from under it, and thereby the trembling 
of the old walls of this medical monastery reminds one of the cold stage of a 
western fever. Its chief business for several years past has been to secure the 
favor of politicians among the rulers of our cities and towns, so as to secure a 
continuance of its members in our Hospitals, Dispensaries, Alms Houses and 
Prisons ; but even here there are indications, by the ageney of Homeeopathia in 
the hands of her faithful practitioners, that it is doomed to be disturbed; for 
many of the governors of those institutions have experienced in themselves, 
families and friends, the benefits of Homeopathic treatment; and they cannot 
much longer conscientiously allow the poor to be deprived of such a merciful 
provision in the healing art, nor to permit them through their agency to submit 
to a medical treatment which they know is pernicious. The medical colleges of 
our country, those last lurking places for error, have within themselves the 
elements of decay. Their great number, uncalled for by the wants of the people. 
even if they taught truth, causes a rivalship which weakens their influence, and 
it requires a constant watchfulness on their part to keep the diploma in respecta- 
ble countenance. 

But, gentlemen, I must conclude. !f Home@opathists are faithfal in their 
professional duties, and prudent ia their deportment towards one another, the 
resulé must be a complete triumph over erroneous doctrines aud practice in 
medicine; we shall not see it, but those who come after us will sce it, and 
we should be willing that generations yet to come should enjoy the fruit of our 
labor. 

Hahnemann, the great and good Hahnemann, bequeathed to us an invaluable 
treasure; not to be used by us for selfish purposes alone, in seeking honor, 
wealth and fame ; but we are bound by a love of truth, by the benevolent feel- 
ing of Christians, by our solemn obligations to the sick, and by the good and 
wise purposes of the Derry himself, towards the human family, to hand down 
that treasure pure and complete to posterity. This treasure is made of true 
principles for the art of healing, and is summed up in the word Homeopathia. 
The errors in Medicine which have existed for so many hundreds of years, caus- 
ing so many premature deaths, separating so many loving hearts, blighting the 
brightest prospects, entailing upon individuals, and whole families, destructive 
hereditary complaints, and causing thousands upon thousands years of suffer- 
ing by chronic maladies, willbe removed by the steady burning light of 
Homeopathia. 


The first number of the 6th volume of this Journal will appear on the Ist of May next. 
The friends of Homeopathy will please read the “* New proposition ” on the last page, and 
let us hear from them soon, that we may know how many numbers will bo needed to meet 
their demands. 5000 subscribers can be obtained in a single week. Shall we be encouraged 


by such a list? 
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_ NEW PROPOSITION. 


As we desire to extend the circulation of 
this Journal as far as possible, we have con- 
cluded to make the followi pouniten to 
physicians and the friends of omeopathy, 
which we hope will be responded to without 
delay, viz.:—We will send eight copies to 
one address for five dollars ($5); twenty 
copies for ten dollars ($10); fifty copies for 
twenty dollars ($20), cash in advance. 

Volumes 1, 2, 3 and 4 of this Journal may be had, at 
$1 GO each, of Mr. Rademacher & Sheek, Philndel- 
phia, Otis Clapp, Boston; and of the Editor, 762 
Broadway, New-York, 





DR. H. Fs. DAVIS’ 
HOMIGOPATHIC PHARMACY, 
125 Main-st. between Third § Fourth-sts., 


Cincinnati, Chic. 


Doctor Davis bas just opened his establishment, and 
trusts that Physicians of the West will respond to bis 
efforts to meet their wants, by sending in their orders; 
he assures them that all his articles are of the most reli- 
able quality, and at prices offering inducements to deal 
with him. " Nearly all his medicines are from the Cen- 
tral Leipzig Pharmacy. 

Dr. D. intends to keep all the Books, and the Medi- 
cines in their various forms of Tinctures, Triturations, 
and Dilutions; also corks, labels, vials, sugar of milk, 
globules, pocket cases, &c. 

Family Medicine Chests, with Books to correspond, 
in great variety, to suit the taste and means of all. 


Dr. H. F. Davis, 125 Main-street, Cincinnati, is our 
Agent for this Journal. Subscriptions paid to him will 
be duly acknowledged. 


J. F. DESILVER, 
112 Main-st., Cincinnati, Ohio, 


Is the Agent for the West, of the Homeopathic Phar- 
macy at Leipsic, Physicians and others can always 
be supplied at this establishment with pure medicines 
adapted to the Homaopathic system of treatment ; 
medicine chests suited to Dr, Hering'’s Domestic Physi- 
cian ; refined sugar of milk, &c. Also Agent for the 
American Journal of Howeopathy, edited by Dr. 
Kirsy, New-York; a monthly publication at One 
Dollar a yenr—and adapted to lay renders. 








J. EDW. STOHLMANN, 
DEALER IN 
Homeopathic Medicinés and Books, 
No. 24 North William Street, at the junction of 
Chatham Street, New-York, 

Respectfully informs Homeopathic physicians and the 
friends of the system, that he keeps constantly on hand 
a general assortment of genuine Medicines, either in 
tinetares, triturations, dilutions, or medicated globules, 
imported from the Central Pharmacy at Leipzig; as 
well as Physicians’ and Family Medicine Chests, adapt- 
ed to the domestic works of Drs. Hering, Laurie Ep; 
Chepmell, Hempel, &c., viz. : of 10, 27, 48, 58,60, 
260, and 415 remedies ; also, refined Sugar of Milk, pure 
Globules, Arnica Plaster, &c., &c. ; also a complete as- 
sortment of ALL the Ho thie works published in 
this country as well as in Europe, at the publishers’ 

ces. Orders from the country will be promptly at- 
tended to. Booksellers and venders supplied at the most 
reasonable rates 





Tae Fesrvary Number or 


THE NORTH AMERICAN HOM. 
PATHIC JOURNAL, 


A Quarterly Magazine of Medicine and the 
Auxiliary Seiences. Conducted by Consray. 
TINE Herine, M. D., Philadelphia ; E. E. Man. 
cy, M.D., New York, aud James W. Mer. 
car, M. D., New York. 

This Journal will consist of 144 pages quar. 
terly, and will contain provings of new remedies 
in an appendix. tt will be published on the 
first of February, May, August, and November. 

Terms; Three Dollars per annum, payable 
on delivery of the first number. Address, 


WILLIAM RADDE, 322 Broadway, 


A CARD. 


A PHYSICIAN of twenty-four years’ prac. 
tice, is desirous of changing his location to the 
city, in consequence of the LIMITED field for his 
basiness in a neighboring village. He wishes 
to share in the practice of some well establisied 
Homeopathic Practitioner, whose inclination 
may lead him to desire a division of his daily 
duties, and an associate QUALIFIED As AN cre. 
RATIVE SURGEON. 

An interview can be had, and every par. 
ticular made known, by a communication ad- 
dressed to “ Parace.sus,” and left with Dr. 
Kirby, 762 Broadway. ‘The advertiser is a 
man of family. 





Homeopathic Medical College 


PENNSYLVANIA, 


Located in Filbert Street, above Eleventh, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


The Lectures of the regular course wil] commence 
anouully on the first Monday of November, and con- 
tinue until the first of March ensuing. 

Preliminary Lectures will be delivered in the College 
from the first Monday of October until the commence- 
ment of the regular course. 

Amount of fees for a full course of Lectures, . $100 
Students who have attended two full courses 

in. otheteches, . 1. 5 te ele en ht ew BM 
Matriculation fee, paid only once . 5 0 
Practical Anatomy, - 10 0 
Graduation fee, . ....... 30 00 

The Commencement will take place early in March 

FACULTY. 


Cates B. Marruews, M.D., Professor of Materia 
Medica and Theropeutics. 

Witte 8. Heimurn, M.D., Professor of Home 
pathic Institutes, and the Practice of Medicine. 

Samvue. Freepuey, M. D., Professor of Botany ond 
Medical Jur. 

CuaRLrs 
Medicine. 

Watrer Witttamson, M.D. Professor of Obstet- 
rics and the Diseases of Women and Children. 

Aen E. Smauu, M.D., Professor of Physiology 
an le 

Marrurw Semp.e, M.D., Professor of Chemistry 
and Tezi le 
Francis Sims, M.D., Professor of Surgery. 
Wituiam A. Garviner, M.D., Professor of in 


ce. 
erpHaRD, M.D., Professor of Clinical 


tomy. 
J. B. Pernerseiver, M.D., Demonstrator of Ana 


tomy. 
W. WitttaMson, 


M.D., D 80 North Eleventh 
Street, Philadelphia. = 





